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in bed and avoid all physical and menial effort. Warm drinks, nlchohol, 
and effervescent drinks -should be prohibited. The food and drink 
of the patient should be reduced to a minimum. An ice bag on tile 
chest corresponding to the part of the lung involved may be of service. 
Morphine should be prescribed to stop the cough. Reichc says that 
digitalis acts well in some cases, those in which the bleeding is dependent 
upon a congestion of the venous pulmonary system. If the arterial 
system is the source of hemorrhage, digitalis is unsafe. Reichc admits 
that the differential diagnosis of these two forms ofi pulmonary hemor¬ 
rhage is difficult and often impossible. He believes that adrenalin 
is harmful and that ergot has little or no effect in pulmonary hemor¬ 
rhage. He has used gelatin with no convincing results of its efficacy. 
The ingestion of gelatin by the mouth probably has little or no effect 
upon pulmonary hemorrhage. While the subcutaneous injection 
is painful, Reichc lias seen good results with the use of calcium 
chloride in hemoptysis in some cases. He recommends a dose of 
4 grams during the twenty-four hours, divided into two doses. The 
use of calcium chloride is perfectly safe, but its effect varies considerably 
in individual cases. Furthermore, it is always difficult to estimate 
a definite therapeutic effect of a drug in pulmonary hemorrhage which 
often ceases spontaneously., , 


The Treatment of Severe Anemias with Human Blood Transfusion,— 
WunEU ( Dent. Arehiv f. klin. Mid., 1909, i, ii, 165) reports seven eases 
of severe primnry anemia which he treated by human blood transfusion. 
He obtained about 25 c.c. of blood by aspirating the median basilic 
vein of a healthy young man. This blood was stirred for ten- minutes 
with a sterile glass rod in a sterile vessel and then filtered. He used 
this defibrinated blood as a stock solution. The maximum dose oi 
this solution was 5 c.c. He injected this solution by means of a syringe 
into the median basilic vein of the patient. All of the cases received 
at lenst three.'transfusions during a period of six weeks or more, and 
they all improved. Thb percentage of hemoglobin and the number 
of red blood cells increased and at the same time the symptoms improved. 
Untoward effects after the transfusion were frequent, but of short durn- 
tioti and not serious. The most common untoward effects were moder¬ 
ate fever, headache, ringing in the: cars, malaise, and dyspnoea. In 
one ease transfusion was followed by fever lasting four days, with a small 
area of consolidation - in the right lung, probably due to infarction. 
Weber ascribes the beneficial effects of blood transfusions to a stimula¬ 
tion of the blood-making cells of the bone : marrow. He observed 
always after the injections n grent increase in the number of nucleated 
reel blood cells. Therefore, lie advocates the use of only f e.c. of blood 
at each transfusion, since the beneficial effects are not due to an increase 
in the volume of the blood. Weber claims that his method is simple 
and safe, with equal or better results than with arsenic or the larger 
transfusions. 


Camphor and Pneumococci.— Seiueut (Munch, vied. I Voch., 1909, 
xxxvi, 1834) treated a scries of 21 cases of pneumonia with injections 
of camphor oil. The age of the youngest patient was four years, and 
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the oldest seventy-two years. He does riot give detailed reports of 
Iris coses, nor does lie state the average durntion of the disease under 
this treatment. The camphor was administered in the form of a 20 
per cent, solution in oil. lie gave it in variable doses as high as 12 c.e. 
at a single dose. He repeated the dose every twelve hours until the 
pulse, respirations, nnd temperature became normal, and then every 
twenty-four hours until the lungs were clear. Seibert noted that no 
crisis occurred in any case, hut that a gradual improvement followed 
immediately after the first injection and continued to recovery jn every 
case. He also adds that the duration of the disease was considerably 
shortened. Seibert thinks that the effect of camphor may be explained 
by a direct bactericidal action upon the pneumococci, in addition to 
the stimulating action of the camphor. The number of Seibert’s cases 
docs not allow one to draw any definite conclusions, nnd furthermore, 
his series of cases occurred during the summer months when pneumonia 
is, ns a rule, less virulent. 


A New Method of Treatment of Epilepsy.— Hratz nnd Sciilockow 
( Dcut.mcd. ]VocIt., 1909, xxvii, 1184) write concerning the treatment 
of epilepsy in the state institute for epileptics at Wuhlgnrtcn. They 
treated 50 cases of epilepsy with snbromin. Snbromin is similar in 
structure-to sajodin, being the calcium salt of dibrombcheridic acid. 
It contains 29 per cent, of bromine; 3 grams of snbromin seems to 
equal 4 to 6 grams of potassium bromide in strength. They gave the 
snbromin in tablet form, each tablet containing 0.5 gram. It was found 
better to give the remedy one hour after meals. It was especially 
noteworthy to see the disappearance of various skin eruptions, which 
hnd been caused by other bromine preparations. Furthermore, no 
case of skin eruption was observed during the use of snbromin. Tins 
has been explained by the fact that less bromine is furnished to the 
body by snbromin. However, it seems to be a fnct that sabromin, 
although it contains less bromine, is able to exercise the same anti- 
epileptic action ns the other bromine salts. They state that 4 grams 
of snbromin contains about one-half the amount of bromine in an ccjual 
quantity of potassium bromide, though it equals 0 grams of potassium 
bromide in efficacy. To explain its action it has been suggested that 
sabromin combines directly with the nervous tissue. 


A New Bromine Preparation in the Treatment'of Epilepsy.— IIavsiann 
{Med. Klin., 1908,1, 1910) gives the results obtained in the psychiatric 
clinic at Freiburg with the use of snbromin in the treatment of epilepsy. 
Some of the patients have been under the treatment for seven months, 
nnd many for from two to four months. Hnymnnn found that the 
remedy was well borne, causing no untoward symptoms on the part 
of the gnstro-intcstinal tract. The pntients took the remedy with ease, 
it being odorless nnd almost tasteless. No bromine acne was observed 
during the use of sabromin; on the other band, already existing skin 
eruptions cleared up. Two tablets of 0.5 gram each, given three times 
a day, gave the necessary saturation of the body with bromine. .11113 
same effect, he says, would not be obtained with 4 grams of potassium 



